Welcome to St. Mary Church

April12, 2026 Sunday of Divine Mercy

PARISH INFORMATION
Administrator: Fr. Uriel Salamanca
stmaryparish.anna@gmail.com
Trustees: Jackie Beatty
sjbeatty78@gmail.com
Jim Poletti
Parish Council:
Jeff Agne
JoElla Basler (Vice President)
Beth Dallas
John Schmidt (President)
jschmidtcpa@hotmail.com
Rachel Kell rachelannkell@gmail.com
Doug Vaughn
Faith Formation: Rhonda Schmidt
rschmidtOO@hotmail.com
Weddings and Funerals: Mary Beth
Hileman
Music Director: Rachel Kell
Parish Life Coordinator: Susan Belcher
Parish Secretary: Ellen Quertermous
stmaryparish.anna@gmail.com
Office hours Monday 9:30-12, Tuesday &
Thursday 9:30-2

CHAPLET OF DIVINE MERCY

Sunday April 12 at 3 PM we will share in praying the Chaplet
of Divine Mercy in Song at St. Mary. Please join us in praying for
God’s mercy for us and for the whole world.

SWEET TREAT WEEKEND

Don’t forget to pick up your tickets for a chance to bring
home something delicious after this weekend’s Masses!
Proceeds go toward altar flowers.

PARISH COUNCIL

The Parish Council will meet at 6 PM on Wednesday, April 15
in the Parish Hall. All are welcome to attend.

STEWARDSHIP REPORT

April 5, 2026
General Collection: $4212.00
Building Fund: $350.00
Education Fund: $125.00
Holy Land Collection: $210.00
One for the Cross (Bald Knob) $439.75

CSMA: Our goal for this year’s campaign is
$9726.00. We have reached 47% of our goal.

MASS READINGS

Week of April 12
Sunday: Acts 2:423-47; Psalm 118:2-4,13-
15,22-24; 1 Peter 1:3-9; John 20:19-31
Monday: Acts 4:23-31; Psalm 2:1-9; John
3:1-8
Tuesday: Acts 4:32-27; Psalm 93:1-2,5; John
3:7b-15
Wednesday: Acts 5:17-26; Psalm 34:2-9;
John 3:16-21
Thursday: Acts 5:27-33; Psalm 34:2,9,17-20;
John 3:31-36
Friday: Acts 5:34-42; Psalm 27:1,4,13-14;
John 6:1-15
Saturday: Acts 6:1-7; Psalm 33:1-2,4-5,18-19;
John 6:16-21.

OFFICE CLOSED

The church office will be closed
the week of April 19. Please make
sure all information for the April 19
and 26 bulletins is submitted by
Thursday April 16.

Too Pesfect Foust Qliverdfone

www.ondessonk.com




VOCATION CORNER

Today’s Gospel is the familiar story of
Thomas’ declaration of unbelief in the
Resurrection until “I put my finger in the nail
marks.” These kinds of thoughts often
attack the minds of those discerning a
religious vocation. They are seeking that
“definite” sign that the path they are pursuing
is the right one. The Lord does not always
afford that. Let us pray often for these
discerners that they “hear the call” of the
Lord and continue to respond to it.

Sunday, April 26 is the World Day of Prayer for
Vocations. Please continue to pray that
young men and women will listen for and
answer God’s call. Resources for promoting
vocations are available at
https://worlddayofprayerforvocations.com/

MASS INTENTIONS

Saturday April 11:
Sunday April 12:
Saturday April 18:
Sunday April 19:

Fr. Federico Higuera
Dora McKenzie
Susan Sheffer
Ryan Haire

MINISTRY SCHEDULE

Saturday April 11:

Lector: Cathy Belcher

Eucharistic Ministers: Jeff Agne, Paul
Cairatti, Luke Vaughn

Sunday April 12:

Lector: Mary Beth Hileman

Servers: Hoehners, Claire Flamm
Eucharistic Ministers: Susan Belcher, Mary
Ellen Ecker, Jim Poletti

Saturday April 18:

Lector: JoElla Basler

Eucharistic Ministers: Jeff Agne, Paul
Cairatti, Amy Ulrich

Sunday April 19:

Lector: Karl Sweitzer

Servers: Kendall Sweitzer, Logan and Flynt
Brumleve

Eucharistic Ministers: Lisa Hoehner, Jordan
Jansen, Joe Wendling

WORD OF LIFE

On the Second Sunday of Easter, the
Church celebrates the Sunday of Divine
Mercy. It provides an important opportunity
to share Christ’s message of mercy,
especially with those who suffer because of
their participation in one or more abortions.

By the age of 45, as many as 1in 3 women
have had an abortion, and a similar number
of men and family members have been
involved. Many feel that abortion is “the
unforgivable sin.” They need to hear that,
through the Sacrament of Reconciliation,
God forgives every sin of a repentant heart,
even the sin of abortion. In fact, Jesus’
message to St. Faustina is that the greater
the sinner, the greater the right to His mercy.
https://www.usccb.org/resources/word-of-
life-2026-04.pdf

VIANNEY VOCATIONS




HISTORY OF THE DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET

In 1935, St. Faustina received a vision of an angel
sent by God to chastise a certain city. She began to
pray for mercy, but her prayers were powerless.
Suddenly she saw the Holy Trinity and felt the
power of Jesus’ grace within her. At the same time
she found herself pleading with God for mercy with
words she heard interiorly:

Eternal Father, | offer You the Body and Blood,
Soul and Divinity of Your dearly beloved Son, Our
Lord Jesus Christ, in atonement for our sins and
those of the whole world; for the sake of His
sorrowful Passion, have mercy on us. (Diary, 475)

As she continued saying this inspired prayer, the
angel became helpless and could not carry out the
deserved punishment (474). The next day, as she
was entering the chapel, she again heard this
interior voice, instructing her how to recite the
prayer that our Lord later called "the Chaplet." This
time, after "have mercy on us" were added the
words "and on the whole world" (476).

In subsequent revelations, the Lord made it clear
that the Chaplet was not just for her, but for the
whole world. He also attached extraordinary
promises to its recitation.

Encourage souls to say the Chaplet which | have
given you (1541). Whoever will recite it will receive
great mercy at the hour of death (687). When they
say this Chaplet in the presence of the dying, | will
stand between My Father and the dying person, not
as the just Judge but as the Merciful Savior (1541).
| desire to grant unimaginable graces to those souls
who trust in My mercy (687). Through the Chaplet
you will obtain everything, if what you ask for is
compatible with My will. (1731)

Prayed on ordinary rosary beads, The Chaplet of
The Divine Mercy is an intercessory prayer that
extends the offering of the Eucharist, so it is
especially appropriate to use it after having
received Holy Communion at Holy Mass. |

Itis likewise appropriate to pray the Chaplet
during the "Hour of Great Mercy" — three o'clock
each afternoon (recalling the time of Christ’s death
on the cross). In His revelations to St. Faustina, Our
Lord asked for a special remembrance of His
Passion at that hour.

~www.thedivinemercy.org

REFLECTION ON DIVINE MERCY

In his encyclical “Dives in Misericordia” (Rich in
Mercy), Pope John Paul Il beautifully articulates
the profound nature of divine mercy, emphasizing
that it is not only an attribute of God but the very
essence of His being.

On this day, let us reflect on three key aspects of
Divine Mercy:

Trust: Jesus revealed to St. Faustina the
importance of trust in His mercy. He said to her,
“The graces of My mercy are drawn by means of
one vessel only, and that is trust.” As Capuchin
Franciscan Brothers, let us place our complete
trust in the mercy of God, knowing that His love
surpasses all understanding and His forgiveness
knows no bounds.

Repentance: Divine Mercy Sunday invites us to
acknowledge our sins and seek God’s forgiveness
with contrite hearts. Jesus promised St. Faustina
that whoever approaches the Sacrament of
Reconciliation with trust in His mercy will receive
complete forgiveness of sins and the remission of
punishment. Let us take this opportunity to
reconcile with God and with one another,
experiencing the freedom and joy that come from
being reconciled with our Heavenly Father.

Compassion: Just as we have received mercy, we
are called to show mercy to others. Pope Francis
reminds us that “mercy is the beating heart of the
Gospel” and urges us to be channels of God’s
mercy in the world. Let us strive to extend
kindness, compassion, and forgiveness to those in
need, following the example of Jesus who showed
mercy to sinners and outcasts.

As we celebrate Divine Mercy Sunday, let us
recommit ourselves to living lives of mercy,
compassion, and love. May the message of Divine
Mercy penetrate our hearts and transform us into
instruments of God’s peace and reconciliation in
our communities and beyond.

~Capuchin Franciscans Capuchinswest.org
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