
Welcome to St. Mary Church 
March 8, 2026   Third Sunday of Lent

LENTEN RECONCILIATION SERVICE 
THURSDAY MARCH 12 

6 PM ST. MARY 

PARISH INFORMATION
Administrator:   Fr. Uriel Salamanca
                 stmaryparish.anna@gmail.com
Trustees:              Jackie Beatty
          sjbeatty78@gmail.com
                                 John Profilet
         johnprofilet@hotmail.com
Parish Council: 
            Jeff Agne
           JoElla Basler (Vice President)
            Beth Dallas
            John Schmidt (President)
      jschmidtcpa@hotmail.com
             Rachel Kell rachelannkell@gmail.com   
            Doug Vaughn 
Faith Formation:    Rhonda Schmidt
               rschmidt00@hotmail.com
Weddings and Funerals:  Mary Beth 
                                                      Hileman
Music Director:  Rachel Kell
Parish Life Coordinator:  Susan Belcher
Parish Secretary:  Ellen Quertermous
                    stmaryparish.anna@gmail.com
Office hours Monday 9:30-12, Tuesday &
Thursday 9:30-2

STEWARDSHIP REPORT
February 22, 2026 

General Collection:                               $3233.11
Building Fund:                                          $437.50
Education Fund:                                       $227.50
CSMA:  Today is Commitment Sunday for this
year’s Catholic Services and Ministry Appeal
Please pledge generously. 

MASS READINGS 
Week of March 8  

Sunday:  Exodus 17:3-7; Psalm 95:1-2,6-9;
Romans 5: 1-2,5-8;  John 4: 5-42
Monday:  2 Kings 5: 1-15b; Psalm 42: 2-
3;43: 3-4; Luke 4:24-30
Tuesday:  Daniel 3:25,34-43; Psalm 25:4-
9; Matthew 18:21-35
Wednesday:  Deuteronomy 4:1,5-9;
Psalm 147:12-13,15-16,19-20; Matthew
5:17-19. 
Thursday:  Jeremiah 7:23-28; Psalm
95:1-2,6-9; Luke 11:14-23. 
Friday:  Hosea 14:2-10; Psalm 81:6-
11,14,17; Mark 12:28-34.
Saturday: Hosea 6:1-6; Psalm 51:3-4,18-
21; Luke 18:9-14. 

PARISH MISSION 

                                Please plan to attend our joint Parish mission. It 
                           begins on March 22, with evening sessions on the
22-24, and daily morning Masses with additional presentations
on the 23rd and 24 .  It focuses on Catholic values that
connect us to God, to one another, and to the natural world.
Reconciliation will be offered all day Tuesday and at the
Tuesday evening service.   All events will take place at St.
Joseph in Cobden.  A full schedule and description of events is
included in the bulletin this week. 

th

MESSENGER RENEWAL 

     If you have not renewed your subscription to The
Messenger, or would like to start a subscription, now is 
the time!  Digital subscriptions are $35.00 annually, print
only subscriptions are $40.00, and you can receive both
for $45.00.  Order online at diobelle.org, use the 
envelope provided with your offering envelopes, or contact the
church office for assistance. 

       COMMITMENT SUNDAY FOR CSMA 

         If you haven’t already, you should soon be receiving your annual mailer
asking for pledges to CSMA.  
         The Catholic Service and Ministry Appeal (CSMA) is an annual, diocesan-
wide collection that helps fund 17 ministries and offices that provide social,
parish and education services in the Catholic Diocese of Belleville. This year’s
scripture theme is “Those who are kind to the needy honor him” (Proverbs
14:31) 
         Every dollar raised is restricted to support only the work of those
ministries and programs under the CSMA auspices. 
        Please pray for the success of the 2026 Catholic Service and Ministry
Appeal and, if your circumstances permit, consider making a gift or pledge of
any size. Your contributions are deeply appreciated, very much needed and
will make a difference in the lives of many!  Pledge envelopes will be made
available in church when we receive them. 



VOCATION CORNER

     Sr. Maris Stella once served her country.
Her military career began at the U.S. Naval
Academy in Annapolis. Her initial
assignment was as gunnery officer on a
destroyer off
the coast of South America in pursuit of
drug traffickers. “I served in the Navy, and I
tasted many of the good things that this
world has to offer, but I knew my heart was
made for something more.” When I met the
Sisters of Life, it was everything in my heart
being lived out in a joyful way…offering
support and resources to pregnant women
and mothers and helping women who suffer
after abortion. She entered the Sisters of
Life in 2006, and in 2015, she moved to
Denver to start a new convent “because
women in
college are very vulnerable...”
Sr. Maris Stella; Denver Sisters of Life
Catholic War Veterans Magazine; March
2024

MASS INTENTIONS

Saturday March 7:        Kay Profilet Wild
Sunday March 8:           Fr. Tom Miller
Saturday March 14:      Susan Sheffer 
Sunday March 15:         Fr. Federico Higuera

                         WORD OF LIFE 

     The Solemnity of Saint Joseph, Husband of
the Blessed Virgin Mary, is celebrated on
March 19th . This special day offers an
opportunity to reflect on the beautiful gift of
adoption and to seek St. Joseph’s intercession
for all those whose lives are touched by
it. As we prepare for the Solemnity, we invite
you to join us in praying the St. Joseph
Adoption Novena, asking the Lord to bless and
guide all who walk the path of adoption.
Visit respectlife.org/adoption-novena for the
novena, which begins March 10 th .

CALENDAR CORRECTION!!!

      Faith Formation classes WILL be held on
Sunday March 29 (Palm Sunday).  All classes will
meet in church that morning to pray the
Stations of the Cross together. 

         JOURNEY WITH THE POPE 
“Peace begins with the recognition and protection

of the God-given dignity of every person.”
 Pope Leo XIV

MINISTRY SCHEDULE

Saturday March 7: 
Lector:  Cathy Belcher
Eucharistic Ministers:  Jeff Agne, Paul Cairatti, Joe
Bierbaum
Sunday March 8:
Lector:  Mary Beth Hileman
Servers:  Dallases
Eucharistic Ministers:  Susan Belcher, Mary Ellen Ecker,
Jim Poletti
Saturday March 14:  
Lector:  Jackie Beatty
Eucharistic Ministers:  Jeff Agne, Paul Cairatti, Joe
Wendling 
Sunday March 15: 
Lector:  Jim Poletti
Servers:  Kells, Juliet Godinez
Eucharistic Ministers:  Lisa Hoehner, Jordan Jansen,
Ben Marggraf. 



ST. MARY BELIEVERS AND
ACHIEVERS

     Congratulations to Luke Dallas, who
was confirmed last Saturday at St.
Vincent de Paul in Cape Girardeau by
Bishop Edward Rice of the Diocese of
Springfield, MO.  Luke was sponsored
by his brother Tilman. 

      The St. Mary Youth Group team was
among the top ten money raisers in the
Coldest Night of the Year Walk for the
homeless in Carbondale. 

Karl Sweitzer, head coach of the Cobden
Appleknockers basketball team, was honored
as Southwest Egyptian Conference Coach of
the Year (with help from Knox, of course).
Two of his players also made the all-
conference first team. The team finished the
season with a record of 27 - 2.  Photo credit:
Southern Illinois Sports with Chris Dexter

CRAVINGS

     The readings for Sunday speak of a key desire within us, a
longing, a craving. The best symbol for this desire is the
thirst for water.
      In the Gospel Jesus uses water as a symbol to the
Samaritan woman about slaking her thirst forever, about
putting a flowing fountain of water right inside her. He is
talking about the longing each of us has deep within for “the
love poured forth from God in Jesus through the Holy
Spirit.” That is the way Paul puts it in the second reading.
This need of ours is much like thirst except that it is more
subtle.
     We are constructed in such a way that without real love
we die. St. Ignatius points to this fact again and again. Our
small selves are constructed with a soul that can open wide
enough to admit even the very presence of God himself.
And God is able to become whatever size will fit us. Tagore, a
non-Christian poet, put it this way:
    “What is there but the sky, O Sun, that can hold thine
image? I dream of thee, but to serve thee I can never hope,”
the dewdrop wept and said; “I am too small to take thee
unto me, great lord, and my life is all tears.”
    “I illumine the limitless sky, yet I can yield myself up to a
tiny drop of dew,” thus the Sun said; “I shall become but a
sparkle of light and fill you, and your little life will be a
laughing orb.”

    Nothing else can slake our heart’s thirst for God except
God. Jesus, take your staff, strike our hearts of stone, and
cause a fountain of God-love to spring forth within us.
We pray with the Samaritan woman, “Sir, give me this water.”

                     ~ John Foley, SJ    liturgy.slu.edu

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/4:5

